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The North Carolina Main Street & Rural Planning Center works in communities throughout the 

state of North Carolina aiming to “inspire placemaking through building asset-based economic 

development strategies that achieve measurable results such as investment, business growth 

and jobs”. Each year, during the North Carolina Main street Awards Ceremony, communities 

are recognized for their excellence in downtown revitalization efforts. The City of Oxford and the 

Downtown Oxford Economic Development Corporation (DOEDC) are proud to announce two 

Downtown Oxford merchants have received this honor, The Orpheum and Strong Arm Baking.  

Nominated for Best Historic Rehabilitation Project, The Orpheum directors, Britnye & Cody 

Shore, worked along side building owner Stuart Paynter, Charles Wood Builder, Glas Neon, and 

CH Architects to fully restore the threatre to its original state. All original wall sconces, art work 

and the original neon on the front exterior were found and refurbished and can be seen in the 

building today. Over $1.5 million dollars was invested into the restoration of this historic 

building. Today the space consists of Oxford’s first craft cocktail bar, seats 175 in the main 

theatre floor, a prep kitchen, the original mezzanine on the second level, original projection 

suite, and the original ticket booth & concession room. The Orpheum opened its doors in 2020 

as a wedding & events venue and continues to brainstorm and bring to life many unique events 

for the community.  

Strong Arm Baking was nominated for the Best Adaptive Reuse Project. Owners, Thomas & 

Julia Blaine, purchased the 100+ year old historic building and began renovations in 2019, 

working with HG Reynolds to complete renovations. Opening their doors in June 2020, Strong 

Arm Baking has played a key role in supporting economic vitality in Downtown Oxford and 

continues to bring forth unique and successful ideas, including “Quittin’ Time”, featuring 

varying tapas and beverages at multiple restaurants in Downtown Oxford.  

Both The Orpheum and Strong Arm Baking influence and add an additional pull, as destination 

businesses in Downtown Oxford, helping to create and establish Downtown Oxford as the 

gathering place of Granville County. Hosting a wide variety of events and pop – ups, they 

continue to increase traffic to Downtown Oxford, benefitting all. The City of Oxford and the 

DOEDC thank the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center for honoring our businesses and 

thank everyone for supporting our Downtown merchants! 


